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UPCOMING EVENTS:  
MAY 2019: 
•  May 1st – Progress Reports posted 

on FOCUS  
•   May 15th – Staff Inservice, 4 hour 

day for students  
•  May 27th – Memorial Day, Schools 

and Offices closed 
•  May 29th – Mid-Quarter notices 

posted on FOCUS 
 
JUNE 2019: 
•  June 21st – Last day of school for all 

students  
•  June 24th – Last day of school for 

teachers (10-Month Staff)  
 

2019-2020 School Year: 
 
JULY 2019: 
•  July 1st – First Day of District 

Summer School 
•  July 4th – Independence Day 

Holiday, Schools and Offices closed 
•  July 5th – No Summer School  
•  July 30th – Last Day of Summer 

School, Elementary/Middle School  
 
AUGUST 2019: 
•  Aug. 13th – Last Day of Summer 

School, High School  
•  Aug. 20th to 22nd – New Teacher 

Orientation  
•  Aug. 26th – 10-Month Administrators/

Department Heads Return 
 
SEPTEMBER 2019: 
•  Sept. 2nd – Labor Day Holiday, 

Schools and Offices Closed 
•  Sept. 3rd – Back to School for all 10-

Month Staff Members 
•  Sept 5th – Back to School for all 

Students  
•  Sept. 25th Staff Inservice, Early 

Dismissal, 4-Hour Day for Students  

AT HEALY, PRETTY GIRLS ROCKED! 
At Healy, all of our girls are pretty on the inside and outside!  Pretty refers to 
more than appearance - it refers to making wise decisions and treating all 
people as you would like to be treated.  On March 22, our school celebrated our 
girls by holding special events which were designed to give them guidance and 
the capacity to make good decisions throughout their lives.  We were please to 
welcome a number of honored guests which included Mayor Green, Dr. West 
and several key members of his Senior Staff to the event.  As seen in the 
pictures on this page (front and back), a great time was had by all as our young 
ladies learned a great deal and enjoyed themselves.  Congratulations and 
thanks are extended to Ms. Whitaker, Ms. Gibson, Ms. DeJesus, Mr. Trentacost, 
Ms. Ransom, Ms. Tolbert, Mr. Franco, Ms. Paden and all who helped to make 
this day a great success. More images on Page 2.  
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WHAT’S HAPPENING AT HEALY 

A T   H E A L Y , P R E T T Y   G I R L S   R O C K E D !   
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Recognizing World Water Day 
On March 22, 2019, Future Ready Prep students shared their solutions to providing clean water access for all.  
We served as a community education site for the United Nations.  Members of the East Orange community 
joined us on this day to learn about the world wide water crisis and how each member of our local and global 
communities can contribute to protecting and preserving clean water resources. 

Conducting Lab Experiments 
Students investigate how bacteria grows under 
different weather and temperature  conditions using 
petri dishes to simulate real-world environments. 

Teacher Appreciation  
“Of all the hard jobs around, one of the hardest is being a 
good teacher.”   We love our teachers.  We celebrated 
our teachers with an Apple Cider Paint and Sip…. 
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WHAT’S HAPPENING AT TRUTH 

Parent Technology Workshop  
On March 13, Truth held a parent workshop, focusing 
on NJSLA and Blended Learning with Achieve3000. 
Thank you so much to all the parents/guardians who 
attended the workshop.  

FUNdraiser Friday 
On March 15, Truth held a fundraiser called “Wear 
Green Day.” Special thanks are extended to all the 
students and staff who participated in the event.  

Truth Students Visit Rutgers University 
Truth’s Future and Bridge Builders mentees went on a college tour to Rutgers Newark Campus. The students 
learned a lot of useful information about college, its requirements, and expectations. 

Truth’s Girls Who Code  
Pearls for the girls!!!! The girls who code at Truth!!! On March 28, 2019 we had a “Code Off” where the ladies 
worked to see who could complete the most coding challenges!!! This club is led by Truth’s advisors, Mrs. 
Oglesby & Ms. Nelson, and was established to bridge the gender gap between males and females in the 
technical fields of the world! Our girls are up for any challenge, because they are the TRUTH!!! 

Congratulations to our 
Code Off winner, Magette 
Taha!!!! She is awesome! 
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WHAT’S HAPPENING AT TRUTH 

National Junior Honor Society  
These scholars are joined by their parents, teachers, administrators, and the superintendent to recognize the 
positive results of their academic efforts. On March 29, these students were inducted into the National Junior 
Honor Society. Congratulations scholars, YOU ARE THE TRUTH! Special thank you to Mr. Jubran for organizing 
a wonderful program, as well as Mr. Lawrence for the beautiful music. 

YMCA Goal Reached & Exceeded 
 
Sojourner Truth Middle School started 
with a goal to raise $500.00 for the 
YMCA of East Orange.  
 
Not only did Truth meet its goal, but it 
was exceeded. We are proud 
supporters of the YMCA and the entire 
East Orange Community. 
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WHAT’S HAPPENING AT TRUTH 

Career Day 2019 
Career Day 2019 was held on March 22. It was amazing, and that's the TRUTH. Thank you to all of guests, 
scholars, community supporters, and staff for all that you did to make this year's Career Day wonderful. Our 
scholars were educated, engaged, and inspired! Let's do it again in 2020.  

Dr. Century Visits Truth 
The assembly was held on March 26. 
Dr. Century, you were the Truth! She 
arrived looking, talking, and feeling like 
Sojourner Truth. She spoke in ways 
that made our scholars feel like 
Sojourner Truth herself was there in 
the flesh telling them about her life. 
Thank you for your live deliverance of 
Sojourner Truth’s greatness!!! Our 
scholars truly enjoyed you! 

Mural Revealing on March 14  
Thank you to our wonderful art teacher, Mrs. Konopinski, for painting 
this beautiful representation of Truth and its family. Thank you to all 
parents, staff,  and students who attended 
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WHAT’S HAPPENING AT HEALY 

Healy’s Students on a Mission  
Students at Healy School were asked to write essays about the impact the school's Vision and Mission have on 
their lives.  The following are samples of the numerous essays which were written by our students.   

Heaven Brooks    Homeroom E107 
 
The Patrick Healy Middle School Vision is to prepare Healy's 
scholars for life, academic success in high school, college 
and career readiness.  As a student who heard this at our 
first assembly in school, it has made a big impact on my life, 
schoolwork and behavior. 
 
Hearing the Healy vision a lot of times has made me think 
about it in my head about how I should take this vision in my 
own life and use it to help me succeed in life.  To help myself 
use this vision I have done many things like study more and 
I'm even trying to learn a different language that's not 
Spanish. I am doing well. Not only that, I have been using 
what I learned about percents in math to help me when I go 
to the store with my mom, using what I know about author's 
P.O.V. when reading more books and using what I know 
about history to understand how life was in the past and how 
things have changed.  I use what I have learned from 
Science to understand the sicknesses that are in the world 
and to understand more about happens in life.   
 
The Healy vision has helped me in academics mostly in 
math because math is where I suffer the most, but with my 
teacher's help and the Healy Vision my grade constantly 
goes from a C to a B and hopefully an A in the future.  The 
reason I am so close to my goal is because of the Healy 
Vision. 
 
Lastly, the Healy Vision helped me with my behavior.  My 
behavior was already pretty good, but thinking of the Healy 
Vision as often as I can helped me in many different ways.  It 
helped my behavior in a sense that it helped me help others 
remember the Healy Vision.   
 
In conclusion, the Healy Vision has helped me in various 
ways.   

Faiza Bonkoungou   Homeroom C206 
 
Have you ever heard of Patrick Healy Middle School?  Well it will 
be a school you will never regret coming to.  This school has a 
vision to prepare Healy's scholars for life, academic success in 
high school, college and career readiness.  This vision will 
probably affect you to get better grades and try your best in 
school.  In this mini essay, I will be explaining how Patrick Healy 
Middle School's vision has affected me in many ways. 
 
Patrick Healy's vision has affected me in many ways.  For 
example, I've gotten better grades, do my best in class and 
never give up.  This school is about helping scholars not give up 
in life and try your best in high school, college and beyond.  It 
also helps me at home.  I have been reading more and just 
being productive.  I've been studying more and learning more.  
This vision has helped me to not give up trying my best.  This is 
how the vision has helped me. 
 
In this essay, I have explained how Patrick Healy's vision has 
helped me in middle school and at home.  I hope this vision has 
helped other students to improve in school and in life as well. 

Jalisha Shepherd 
 
As a student at Patrick Healy Middle School, I will do my best in 
assisting the school to complete our mission.  This school has a 
vision to prepare all scholars for life, academic success in high 
school, college and career readiness.  Healy is also on a mission 
to create a positive school environment.  Working and 
collaborating with parents is also a goal for this school.  I will do 
my best to help Patrick Healy complete our mission. 
 
Coming to school every day and being on time is important.  AS 
a Healy scholar I will come to school every day so that I don't 
miss any important lessons or reviews.  Getting an education is 
a valuable thing because it will get mefar in life.  Getting to 
school every day is important because I can do more learning 
and get better grades in class and on tests.   
 
In Healy's Vision there are three Cougar Values - Respect, 
Responsibility and Safety.  I am a student at Healy so it is my 
responsibility to make sure that the school has a good 
reputation.  I, Jalisha Stephens will do everything in my power to 
portray a good idea of my school. 

Healy’s Vision:  
It is our vision to prepare Healy’s 

scholars for life, academic success in 
high school, college, and career 

readiness. 
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WHAT’S HAPPENING AT HEALY 

Healy’s Students on a Mission  
Students at Healy School were asked to write essays about the impact the school's Vision and Mission have on 
their lives.  The following are samples of the numerous essays which were written by our students.   

Qwasir Peppers   
 
Visions are like missions and goals.  They can sometimes 
help us become better people.  AT Healy Middle School, 
our vision is to prepare scholars for life, academic 
success in high school, college and career readiness.  
This vision affects me in my life at school and at home. 
 
The first way that our vision affects me at school is 
because I have a nice environment to learn.  This is 
because the kids in my class know the vision and we've 
made the school's vision our own.  We know what we 
have to do, so we are quiet and read to learn because we 
want to get prepared for life, academic success in high 
school, college and career readiness.  The second way it 
affects me at school is I'm learning more things.  THIS is 
because the teachers know the vision and are trying to 
put forth effort toward it.  So, they make sure we learn 
something new every day.   
 
The first way that our school's vision helps me at home is 
I even learn at home.  This is because I know the vision 
and want the vision to help.  So I do extra work and read 
at home.  The second way that the vision affects me at 
home is that it makes me a little stressed.  This is 
because of all the homework from school that my 
teachers give me and the need to get ready for the 
PARCC.  I can't sleep unless I fully understand and 
complete all my homework.   
 
So, my school's vision is to prepare Healy's scholars for 
life, academic success in high school, college and career 
readiness.  In conclusion, my school vision affects me at 
home and at school in good and bad ways.  It will help me 
out in the end. 

Suhaylah Smith - Homebase E107 
 
Most middle schools just want to get you ready for the next year of 
school you have to face, but not Patrick Healy Middle School.  My 
middle school has a specific vision for its students that prepares us 
for life, academic success in high school, college and career 
readiness.  There are multiple ways that this vision affects all of the 
students at home and at school. 
 
The first way that it can affect us in school is by causing us to have 
to get introduced to some of the curriculum that would come up 
many years from now.  We would talk about a subject for a few 
minutes so we will know what we should get ready for.  Another way 
it affects us in school is by causing us to have to do extra practice 
just to be sure we are completely ready for the PARCC.  We have 
multiple packets that we do when we have any free time in class.  
Lastly, it causes us to talk about the power of I.  On March 22, there 
was a day only for the girls when we celebrated ourselves.  There 
was a station there where we talked about what we like to do and 
what career might be good to explore for the future.  It showed us 
what path we could take one day.   
 
One way that the school's vision can affect us at home is by making 
us study long and hard to achieve great goals. In my Language Arts 
class there are a lot of words and definitions that I have to 
remember for a day we call "Word Wednesday" where whoever 
knows all the words gets a prize.  Another way it affects me at home 
is by causing me to have to do PARCC practice at home.  Lastly, it 
causes me to read for at least an hour.  I make sure I always have 
at least one book in my house that I didn't read yet so I can read for 
an hour or more.   
 
I conclusion, Patrick Healy Middle School makes sure I will have a 
successful future for many years after I have to leave out of their 
support. 

Somtochukwu Uzowuru - Homebase E107 
 
My school's vision is to prepare scholars for life, academic success in high school, college and career readiness and this positively 
affects me at home and school by preparing for the near future. 
 
At home, this vision motivates me to continue to do work and study after school.  This helps prepare me for college by prepping me 
for the amount of work I will have to do when I get into college.  For example, when preparing for the NJSLA, we are give a large 
amount of homework.  This prepares me for high school and college.  AT school, this vision pushes me to put an extra effort into all 
my work in class.  And this improves my grades and keeps them up which guarantees success in high school.   
 
In conclusion, my school's vision to prepare scholars for life, academic success in high school, college and career readiness 
encourages me to strive for academic excellence, but also prepares me for it. 
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WHAT’S HAPPENING AT HEALY 

Healy’s Students on a Mission  
Students at Healy School were asked to write essays about the impact the school's Vision and Mission have on 
their lives.  The following are samples of the numerous essays which were written by our students.   

Kyree Wright - Homebase E107 
 
Do you ever wonder how I do so well in school?  Well, it's 
because of the school vision.  When I go to school I like to play 
and all that, but I remember the vision and my parents and stay 
in work mode.  The vision helps me do well in school.  Let me 
show you where and how. 
 
One place the vision helps me is in school.  It keeps my grades 
good and keeps me out of serious trouble.  In school, I like to 
play and have fun but then I remember I have to get ready for 
high school, college and adult life.  The vision tells me to do all 
my work and I will be rewarded with great knowledge and other 
accolades.  I know the vision will keep me in check and get me 
ready for the future and more.   
 
Another place the vision helps me is at home.  It lets me know I 
have responsibilities at home as well as in school.  When I get 
home it's also part of the academic success because if I can do 
the homework by myself I can do it anywhere.  When I get into 
adult life, I won't have a teacher or someone to help, so I will 
have to do things on my own.  I know the vision will get me 
ready for independent work and help me to be the best student 
I can be.   
 
These are the ways the vision helps me and affects my life at 
school and at home.  It will keep me out of trouble and help me 
do well in school and at home and become a successful adult. 

Bisola Yusuf - Homebase C206 
 
Patrick Healy Middle School.  Have you ever heard of it?  It is a 
school worth coming to.  The school has an outstanding vision 
for students.  The Healy vision affects my life at school and at 
home in a lot of ways.  The Healy Vision is to prepare scholars 
for life, academic success in high school, college and career 
readiness. 
 
Healy Middle School has prepared me a lot for life.  It has 
taught me to be more accountable for my actions and myself.  
It has helped me to become more responsive and be able to 
stand up for myself no matter what.  Heal Middle School has 
helped me overcome a lot of things I was scared to do before, 
not able to stand up for myself, talk in front of a crowd.  Thanks 
to the amazing, hardworking teachers I have I am able to do a 
lot more in life. 
 
Healy Middle School's Vision for all students has prepared me 
for success in high school thanks to all the teachers and staff 
members.  This has prepared me for what is to come in high 
school and made me a better, focused person.  Now I can truly 
say that I am prepared for high school and career readiness.  
 
In conclusion, Healy Middle School's Vision for students has 
helped me at home and at school in so many way, I can't tell it 
all.  The amazing teachers, staff members have helped the 
school's vision become a successful reality. 

Healy’s Mission:  
 

Patrick F. Healy Middle School is committed to setting high 
standards for teaching and learning as our highest priority. We 
will set clear, measurable and realistic goals and expectations by 
regularly collecting and analyzing performance data. We will 
work collaboratively with parents to place great emphasis on 
student accountability and the importance of being present in 
school every day. We will integrate technology and share best 
practices. We will celebrate diversity to create a positive school 
environment where all students can learn and all participants are 
present, respectful and dedicated to learning. Our Cougar 
Values are Respect, Responsibility and Safety. As a community, 
we will implement these values every day. 
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WHAT’S HAPPENING IN EAST ORANGE 
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WHAT’S HAPPENING IN COSTLEY 

PTO Paint & Snack  
Our final PTO meeting was fantastic, “Paint & Snack” event with a Mother’s Day theme.  It was a wild success 
with the largest turnout since Open House!  The Costley Teacher of The Year, Mr. Grant led the artistic group of 
Costley parents, teachers, and students.  John Coltrane radiated around the room as the artists intently created 
their masterpieces.  This event was the brainchild of our PTO President, Ms. Edwards and will definitely remain 
a new Costley tradition.  Moms Rock! 

WHAT’S HAPPENING AT HEALY 

Healy Students Making Good Decisions  
 
This month, I would like to call your attention to one of the many Healy students 
who are making wise decisions.   
 
 
Deziyah Chambers (pictured right) is a good student who normally makes good 
decisions, but she often chose to be out of uniform. Some students tell parents 
that Fridays are "dress down" days.  That is not the case at Healy.   Recently, 
Deziyah made some good decisions which included resolving to wear her uniform 
to school every day.   
 
The Healy Community congratulates Deziyah for making good decisions 
during the month of May.   
 
 

Healy Students Avoiding Physical Conflict 
It is always a good idea to avoid physical conflict.  The correct answer to the 
question "do you want to fight" should always be no.  A student who chooses to 
fight makes a poor decision which is always regretted.  Do not fall into that trap. 
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SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 

9 10 11 12 13 14 FLAG DAY 15 
ALL – Community/School Forum ALL – Community/School Forum 

 
HEALY – Field Trip to iFly Indoor 
Skydiving  

16 FATHER’S DAY 17 18 19 20 21 SUMMER  22 
ALL – Last day of school for 
students, Q4 grades posted on 
FOCUS, Summer Reading Kick-
Off 3:00 PM  

23 24 25 26 27 28 29 
ALL – Last day of school for 
teachers  

30 

Dr. Monica Burton – Principal 
Sojourner Truth Middle School  

m.burton@eastorange.k12.nj.us ~ 973-266-5665 
 

 Ms. Renee Richardson – Administrator  
Future Ready Prep Middle School  

renee.richardson@eastorange.k12.nj.us ~ 973-233-7320 
 

 Ms. Koree Toles – Principal 
John L. Costley Middle School  

k.toles@eastorange.k12.nj.us ~ 973-266-5660  
 

Dr. Howard Walker – Principal 
Patrick F. Healy Middle School  

h.walker@eastorange.k12.nj.us ~ 973-266-5670 
Designed by Mr. Patrick Trentacost, Jr.  – patrick.trentacost@eastorange.k12.nj.us  

a 

Board Members:  
Ms. Terry S. Tucker (President), Ms. Marsha B. Wilkerson (Vice President), Ms. 
Darlene Clovis, Mr. Cameron B. Jones, Sr., Ms. Tashia Owens Muhammad, Mr. 

Vernon Pullins, Jr. Mr. Wayne R. Stackhouse, Jr.  
 

Superintendent of Schools: 
Dr. Kevin R. West 

 
District Website: www.eastorange.k12.nj.us  

 
East Orange’s Vision: To prepare ALL of our students for college, careers and 

life in high performing East Orange Public Schools.  


